WATERCOURSE WHY SHOULD | MANAGE MY WATERCOURSES?

MANAGEMENT

: Watercourses on farmland
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HOW DO | MANAGE MY WATERCOURSES?

What does a well-managed watercourse look like?

Begin by mapping out your
watercourses and assessing them in
terms of their condition.

There are some really good ‘biclogical indicators’

which will tell you a lot about the condition of
your watercourses - looking on the underside of
stones within a river or stream can tell you a

lot! There is also a lot of help at hand - for
instance from your Local Authority Water
Conservation Officer.

If there are sources of damage,

try to identify where and how, for
example, nutrients and soils are
escaping into water courses.

These could be ‘point sources’ of damage -
cattle accessing watercourses, a sewage pipe
emptying into a drain - or ‘diffuse sources’ -
slurry or fertiliser spread on or near a wetland
area for example. Address these issues as an
urgent priority - a small amount of pollutants or
sediment can destroy a lot of freshwater habitat
and damage the species therein.

Creating a buffer zone between

the land and the watercourse is

a good placed to start.

These buffers will hold onto pallutants, reduce
siltation and provide a habitat for many beneficial
insects and nesting sites for hirds. They will also
help to stabhilise the watercourse bank and limit
soil loss/erosion. The larger the buffer strip the
more effective it will be - at least 3m should be
used for rivers and 2m for streams but increasing
to over 6m would be ideal, with a buffer of at least
10m for cropland.

If using buffer strips, you will need
to provide an alternative water
source for livestock.

A simple solution like a pasture pump can
provide a low-maintenance supply of clean,
fresh water for livestock.
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What does a well-managed watercourse look like?

Moderate

Biodiversity

1. 3m buffer zone
from grazing

2. Monoculture
of plants

3. Spot spraying

Biodiversity

. Wide plant diversity inc. flag

iris and bog bean

. Bm buffer zone from grazing
. Native trees such as oak,

willow and alder

. 10m buffer zone from crops
. Water redirected to pond
. Encouraging a neighbour

to do the same




FURTHER ACTIONS

Planting native trees along a watercourse will help stabilise banks and provide
shade - though care should be taken to avoid excessive shade as this will
inhihit the growth of aguatic vegetation. Plant on the northside of the watercourse,
if possible, to allow for sufficient light to get through. Trees will also help control
stream temperature and weed growth as well as providing a hahitat for wildlife.

Suitable native trees include willow, oak, alder and hirch.

2 If you wish to reduce dominant vegetation such as scrub or bulrush (reed

mace), do so in small segments on rotation in late autumn/ early winter.
However, minimise disturbance as much as possible - frogs, newts and insects may
be hibernating in the muddy pond bottom.

3 If you have reclaimed wetland areas near to your watercourse in the past,
consider restaring them hy blocking drainage channels. This ‘re-wetting” will
often deliver really fast benefits for biodiversity.

Can part of your watercourse be diverted into a pond? The ideal location for a
new pond is in an open, sunny spot in a grassland away from any water pollution
threats and near to other natural habitats. Build in a kidney shape and incorporate
a gradual slope for various different species. Make sure the location is a wet area
with a high water tahle or a stream that can be diverted into it and have an overflow
outlet. Do not introduce fish; they eat frog eggs and insect larvae, limiting the pond’s
diversity.

Can you wark with your watercourse neighbours to protect and enhance the
biodiversity of the rivers, streams and lakes?

FOR MORE INFORMATION ON ACTIONS YOU CAN TAKE GO TO:
www.farmingfornature.ie/your-farm/wetlands

WE HIGHLY RECOMMEND THE FOLLOWING ONLINE RESOURCE:

FARMING FOR c/o Burrenbeo Trust Glebe Road Kinvara Co.Galway
Telephone 091 638096 info@farmingfornature.ie
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